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JUDGE BURNETT REPLIES.

- I
The Editor Defends His Ground andl
Former Utterances. |

[In the following article by Judge G. |
P. Burnett we have marked with fig-
grags the parts that we consider worthy
of apswering and our answers will bear |
the same nuwmbers as are jnserted n his
article. Read whut Judge Burnett
says under figure 1 then read the anawer
by the editor under the same nuniber
and go through both articles that way
by number and you will get a clear
uderstanding of both, otherwise you
may not. —Editor Chronicle. ]

WHAT WILL THEY DO?
1. The above question was asked by |
the editor of the Chronicle in last
week ‘s issue and had reference to what |
the church people were going to do in
regard to my actions in defending 5.
W. Potter before the Hecorder.
92

-

It is passing strange that the|
editor would now look” to the ehurch |
when only a few weeks ago he made
this indictwent against the church:)|

EXISTED THAT
CLAIMED TO BE FOR THE MORAL
GOOD OF MANKIND THAT HAS/

NIGHOL_AS HOUSE_—iBEEN GUILTY OF MORE CRIME | askedthem to
l

G. A HALEY, Proprietor

Opposite depot. |
All trains met, !
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NON-RESIDENT NOTICE,

G, M.
¥8
W. 0. Kearley,

In the Chaneery Court of Cuammber-
land County, Tennessee.

In this cause it appears to the satis-
faction or the Clerk and Mauster from
the bill which 18 sworn to, that defend-
ants, W. 0. Kearley and are
non-residnets of the elate, It
is therefore ordered that publication
be made 1n the Urovssille Chronicle, a
newspaper publisned in the town of
Crossville, for four consecutive weeks,

Martin

| took, you

|uge me with whieh to u

| license 2g a lawyer and take up some-

commaniing said non-resident defend-
ants to appear before C. (. Blaek,

Clerk and Master, in the caurt house iu|
the town of Crossville the first Mon |for a man of this character to repre-

day of Oclober, 1915, and plead to sad
bill or sawe witl be taken for cunfessed,
Thisg the 4th day of September, 1915.
., G. Black,
Clerk amnd Masjer,

9.8-41.

NON-RESIDENT NOTICH,

To Samuel Willtord, Celia Willford, |
Robert Willford, Calvin  Willford, |
Elura Willford Chandler and husband,
Gerald Chandler; Dlsie Willford Rose
and hushand, Arthur Roge,

Guy M. Butts
ve,
Samuel Willford, et al.

In the Chancery court, Crossville,
Tennessee,

It appearing from the bill in this
cauge, which ig sworn to, that BSanmmel
Willford and Celia Willford are justly
indebted to the complminant and that
they reside out of the stute of Tennes-
gee, and an attachment having been js-
sued and levied on a tract of land of
280 acres, the property of Samuel Will-|
ford, which property it is alleged he|
hasa fraudulently conveyed to the said |
Robert Willtord, Calvin Willford, |
Elura Chandler and Elsie Rose to|
hinder and delay complainant in the!
collection of this debt, it s ordered
that publication be made [or four con-
secutive weeks in the Crossville
Chronicle, a weekly newspaper pub-
lished at Crossville, Tennessee, re-
quiring all the said defendants named
above to sppear before said Chancery
court, on the first Monday in Novem-
ber, 1915, and make defense to the bul
fied against them in this cause; other-
wise, the said bill will be taken as
true and for confessed and the cause
pet for heanng ex parte.

This September 11, 1915,

C. G. Black,
9-15-4t.

|
|

Clerk and Master.

THAN THE CHURKCH."' |
Now Mpr. Bishop, if | had so recently
wade this serious charge against the
church 1 would not ask what they were
going to do |

3. If I had taken the position you
go recently took | think 1 would have
quietly, as vou did, accept the charge
of my brother editor that I wase an
infidel. I don’t blame sou for not
replying to nis charge’

4. But stinging unver the just re-
buke you received for the pustiion you
now ecowe bick with your

nab you way |

the church.
Lo concenl
¢ anything |
qat hberty to

u think be
ou shall not |
the church.
c¢h and the
that account.
4 community
‘witld  be for

dirty fling at me in ol
thrust another dagg i i1
You shall not be nli
your purpoese, If
to say about me )«
suy it in just such terie .
coities a gentiemen, b

Vol

If 1 am wrong the
church people are not, «
I have tried to live ir
so that my influence
good and not bad,

6. 1 could not expect iy influence
to be for good if 1 shoun! stand in the
presence of ministers of the gospel and
church people ang profene the name of
God. 1 would not feel like eriticising
other people for what they do.

As to the course 1 took in defemlingl
Mr. Potter, [ gaid on the trigl befors
the Recorder and 1 now say that 1 have
no apology to offer to any living man,
My conscience is cleur of having done
any thing wrong. When [ have to go
tn you or any one else Lo know whether
| should represent this or that chent,
1 will that woment surrender my

other calling.

6. You graciously accuse me of being
a mun of inlluence and standing in the
community; a man who has always
stood for better conditions in our town
and for thiz reason you are astounded
to know 1 would represent such a man.
If 1 am the kind of man you claim for
me, let me ask which would be belter

gsent cilents in court or one who had no |
stapding; one who cared nothing for’
the guty he owed to the pablic and
who cared only Uo secure an acqurtal
for his client be he mnocent or guilty?
The very tact that I am an honest man,
as you =ay, would be a guarantee that ‘
I would take no undue steps to secure
an acquittal for my chent.

7. Lawyers are sworn oflicers of
the court and it is only the lawyer that
disregards his oath and duty as an
oiticer that the public need fear in our
courts. In our eriminal cousts, if law-
yers only represent the innoeent there
would be wvery little business for a
eriminal lnwyer in court, for I think it
may be loid down as n (Futhful proposi-
tion that peo-
ple charged with crime are guilty,
But the laws of the land give him the !
right to be heard either by himsell or
counsel. He is entitled to a fair and |
impartial trial,

8. If ke can not employ an altorney |
the law makes it the duty of the uuurl‘.I
to appoint one for him. |

At the Iast term of court and the |
terts betore last 1 was uppointed to |
represent thieves, men whom 1 ihad
good reasons to I.u;'hc\_ru ‘were guilty. |

1 could not refuse without violating
aduty | owed to the court [ have
represented men for murder. | have
represented them for almost every
offense ngainst the luws. 1dul not
detend the crime but the chent,

1 do not look upon the crime ot lewd- |
ness as being any greater than murder,
rape, (heft and mwany otitr srimes. |

9. You have never before heen

wore than one half the

| the publie by

| that ground

{le what 1 bad heard.

1
| rerenting clients charged with all these
| offenses,

10. The man who does not believe
in givierg his fellowman a fair and im-
partial trial in the courts 15 an anarch-
18t and does not believe in law.

11. The man who will prejudge a
detendant disqualifies himself to sit in
judgement agsinst him and that s
what you have done in this case.

12, You can not say you did so on
the proof, for you say the misconduct
has been going on from six to ten
years openly and iwotoriously.

13. Let me ask where you have been
all these years while yvou have been
preaching righteousness and law en-
forcement from the house tops. Did
yvou ever call atwention to it in any
way” If i1t has been as you say you
could have performed a just service lo
calling attention to it.
not Know it or

14. You either did

i you have been a coward or a hypocrite

one or the other.

15. You say you stand ready Lo ex-
pose crime and corruption at all tirhes
but when and where did you ever ex-
pose anything until it had already veen |
exposed?

You make mention of the fact that
you have and will always refuse to ac-
cept whiskey advertisements. | think |
you are correct,

16. But L think the public will re-

umns ol your paper o a man who it
was carrently reported and generally
believed was a bootlegger, to villify |

natne, |
Some of our gopd people will re-
wember that you came to them and
answer, through the
paper, these articles, stating that you
col;:ltl not atford to do it yoursclf.
5.
make against

I plead gmity to the charge you
me of having been ap

Mr. Potter some eight years ago.
Whnile you have violated my
fidence in publishing whatever | may
have said to you, I shall take no excep- !
tions, but will say that sueh informs- |
tion did come to me and that I refused
to support Mr. Potter for sheritf on
but instead of tryimng to
crush him and s fauwnly, | went to
him as | thought a Christian man oaght
to do and talked to him as | would a
brother about it. [ did not make pub-

con- |

I,  From that day until a few days
before the present trouble 1 had never
heard of any wrong doing. But you
seom to have known it all these years.

20.  Did you ever dischurge your ob-
ligation to him by going to him and
talking with him about 1t?  Did any
une else who has been so ready to cen-
sure me for defending him ever talk
with either ¢f the delendants? ""Hath
any man condemned you?' ‘‘Neither
do | condemn you."” ‘‘Let him that s
without sin cast the first stone,”’

Mr. HEditor, Christian people, let us
follow more closely the example given
us by one who could torgive the black-
est of crimes; one who sought to build
up rather than téar down, 2

1 ask no apologies for what 1 have
done or sad. I aw not conscious of
any wrong deing 1 am willing for wy
conduct in this community to uphold
me if 1t has been proper or condemn
uwie it it has been wrong.

Geo. P. Buornett.

EDITOR'S ANSWER,
1. Judge Burneit distorts
the case in the tirst sentence of this
article. ‘T'he query, “*What Will They
Do, " asks what will the chur¢h people
of our town ao about encouraging law
enforcemént by backing up the officers
of the luw with their moral influence.
It is plain for any one to see, who
wighes to see, that we ol not mean to
ask what the churches would do with
Judge Burnett for we said : [
“The queetion of cleaning up our |
town rests pruvarily with the five|
churches, because they as surely con- |
trol the moral and religious destiny ot
this town as i1t 18 possible for any hui-
an organization to do. ‘Lherefore, the
duty falls more fully on the chureh |
mwembers than any other class. '
Answer 2. Judge Burnett s just as
prompt to expose his ignorance.as he is
to distosd and twist the meaning of |
what we said. It would =zeem that he
has hitle knowledge ol who crueilied
our Saviour, the cause and results ul"

Answer

{ the seven religious Crusades that ex |

tended from early 1n the eleventh ceu-‘
tury to well through the thirteenth cen-
tury. Neither does he know anything
of the horors and cruelties of the Wars !
of the Roses or the shocking things |
that were done by the chtirch leaders |

| during the reign of the Thirty Tyrants.

We cannot here take space to speak |
of or explain all of the things men-
tioned, but will address oursell briefly
to two of them only. c

No persun of eéven ordinary umh—:r-i
standing pretends to deny that Jesus
Christ was crufified because of the in-
fluence of the Jewish hierarchy or lead-
ers in the Jewish church, At that |
time the Chrishian religion was not a
chureh in the sense we speak because |
it had no controlling nfluence over any
jarge number of the Jewish people. It
was only & sect and had httie influence |
and for that vreason was not *'the !
church.” 1t was the Jewish church,
the leading and dominant church of
that country, that caused the crucifica-
tion of Christ and so it was the
““church’’ that did it. It is needless to
speak of how that act i1s regarded by

| 1an church

| and not the

{ The modern

[**Marshal Hill Lowrey

ants.”’
§ !or innocence or the justice of the find-
neard to censure an atiorney for rep- the entire church world and all people | ing of the recorder. There 18 not the

evervwhere, who are civilized.

In briefly expliaining the Crufdes we
take our facts from Chambers Ency
clopedia: *'Crusades is a name given
to the religious wars carned on during
the middle ages between the Christian
nations of the west and the Moham-
medans. The first of these was under-
taken to vindicate the right of Christ-
fan pilgrims to visit the Holy Sep-
ulehre. " By Haly Sepulehre is meant
the tomb in which Jesus was laid after
death., The CUrusades were instigated
the pope. The whole history of
the Crusades is full of cruelty, crime
and viciousness. As the history of the
Crusades covers several pages of close-
Iy printed matter we cannot give it
here.

It will not do to ciaim that this
Catholie church
and sland-

by

con-
dition was due to the
and charge us with impiety

' er, for the Catholic was the only Christ-

in the
to the

then in existence
sense that we g referred
“*church.”’

The orthodox church of today did not

come inwo existence until the time of

neople as the savior of the community, | member the time you opengd the ¢ol-| Martin Luther, about three hundred

yeara after the last Crusade. Some

of the true followers of Christ lived

“NO ORGANIZATIUN HAS EVER and bemean the good people of our!then, but they had not grown to the
IN ANY WAY town, and that too under a 'i‘-'l““”“"ipum-r and dignity of a *‘church’ but

were only a sect. The dominant church
few faithtual followers of
Christ thke “‘echureh’ to which we
referred 1 the qootation given by
Judge Burnett, He 1s either so 1gnor-
ant a8 to not know church hatory or

15

'pri:-er.l of misconduct on the part ol | e seeks to twist and distart the mean-

ing tor unimir ends., We are not re-

| spongmible for his ignorance or s ac-

tions,

Judge Burpnett was not fair enongh
to guote what we &aid #about the
church in the paragraph following the
one he gquated. We give it here: "It
may be truthfully said that, nothing
that has ever engaged the attention of
man has done so wuch for the uplift of
humanity as the Christian rehigion.'”
chureh is what we meunt
when we wrote that about the good
things done by the church.”

Answer 3. We are unable to under
stargl what Judge Burnett means by
this. It he wishes us to answer he
must explain it,

Answer 4. The declaration of Judge
Burnett as to “‘infidel, " and * dirly
fling"" have no argumentive weight,
What we bave to say either for or
against che church has not been said
through, behind or because of, Judge
Burnett and his attempt to muke it ap-
pear so is silly.

Answer 5. Judge Burnett charges
us with using profane langoage. We
bow to that accosation and adwit it is
wrorg. We ure trying te quit it and
have been trying to do so for a long
time. We regret we have Bue-
ceeded more fully, but hope to be able
to lcave it off altogether lifmll;.

He does not hesitate to diginto our
private acts, but we shall nol now
reply m kind. 1f we chose to do 80 we
could bring against him a stronger in-
dictment then an occasional thought-
lessly uttered oath,

Answer 6: We leave it to the pub-
lie to decide whethey or not the man
ot lawyer, who delends evil is aseisting
society as truly and surely as he would
it he opposed and refused to defend
wrong, especially in the case ol one
who has been so active against wrong
as has Judge Burnett.

Answer 7. Judge Burnett wounld
lead the public to believe that he did

Lok

Ihut dare or could not justly deciine the

case of Mr. Potter. TYhut 15 not the
true situation. He has the sane righl
to deelineg any cuase thas the editor has
to refuse to gecept w hiskey advertize-
ments, Juige Burnett well knows this
and so does Lhe public and his etforts
to befog the publie ulong that line are
doowed to tailure,

It would be some uilferentit Mr. Pot-
ter could not geta hn\.‘_ ver and Lhe judge
of the court should direct Judge Burn-
ett to defend Mr, Potter. Liven in that
case a Judge would rarely mnsist if a
lawyer asked to be excused on the
grounds ol congcientious scruples

Every one knows that Mr. Potter has
ample means to cumploy all the law-
yers he wants or needs. Judge Burn-
ett would not be slil:_it‘cl_ to censure 1l
he had not been so active in law en-
forcement,

Answer 0. Never belore in our
knowledge has an attorney changed
about-face so completely in so short a
tine.

Answer 10. Judge Burpells opin-
ion as to us being an anarchist is the
result of anger and unsound logie and
we care nothing torit. We are per
fectly willing to leave that with the

peaple.

Answer 11. We did not prejudge
Mr. Potter as our report of the trial
wilt show for we used these words:

and Deputy
GGriggoiu were put on the witness stand.
The evidence was of a kind that is un
printable, but on their sworn state-
ments Hecorder Hector imposed a fine
of $26 and costs on each ot the defend-
Not one word as to their guilt

=

slightest prejudgement in that way as
any one can see who wishes to sge.

Auswer 12  Judge Hurpett contino-
ally quotes ns incorrectly. We did not
say, ““the misconduct bad been going
on from 8ix to ten years,'

What we did 18: ““No person
knows more fully than Judge Burnett
that the generally accepted behefl of
the people of our town is, that this dis-
graceful condition is of years standing

certainly not less than six to ten
Vears. We did not say 1t is of six or
ten vears standing, but did state what
the generally accepted Uehef of the
people 18,

Anwser 13

saYy

Backing up Judge Burn-
ett 50 long as he opposed bootleging
und other lawlessness, but when he
ceased to fight for law enlorcewient
without compensation and began to
fight for those whom were charged
with being law wviolators, we had to
stand a= before and let Judge Burnett
go his way without our awl ot en
couragement, .

Judge Burnett seems wmurh incensed
because we do not muckrake the town
and people of Croesvilit, Lvery one
who knows hun is aware that he would
very quickly call us to zceount ¥ we
brought charges ugainst any client of
his on mere sapposition or hearsay,

I'his editor never has and never will
indulge in muckrakiog., But we col
tainly have a right to publigh the tind-
ings of courts, and comment editorially
on the same, il we choose,

Answer 14, We not mwuckrake.

Answer 15. He nnsquotes ys again.
We did not say “‘we stand ready to ex-
pose eritt ¢ and corruption ot all trmes, ™’
What we did  say this: *“*With the
firmest posgible determination to stand
for clean living my apposition to evury
form af law violation Lt not the
business of this editor to turn ovtec-
tive. That is the Dbusiness ot the
officers ol the law, and we ore piad ?
gay that, ‘n our marshal, Hilé Lowiey,
and has aeputy, E. W. Grsso we le-
lieve we have two clesn, energelice,
capable and courageous officers, We
shall try to hold up their hatds co long
a8 they act as they have in the past,

Answer 16, We hd thoughtlessly al
low & man to get ms uttovances i the
paper who many persans thought was
a hootlegger at the time Judge Burn-
alt was mayor and whowm  Judge Barp-
ett never even so much as had arres!
We think Judge B inett relers to
Luther Patton., Judge Burnett stowd
sponsor for John Pattod, us marshal of
our towin, & brother of Luther Palton,
and who was also charged with Lieing n
bootlegyer, We stood with Judge
Burnett hecause we bellevad i him and
it honesty of purpose, and for the
further reason that we knew nothing
08 to the truth of the charges that the
marshal was o vocllegger. Had we
known that Marshal John Patton was
o bootlegger we would have opposed
him and we told him so.

Judge Burnett thinks it a terrible bad
thing for us to inadvertently allow a
man who was consideved a bottlegger
to have a hearing in the puper, but
Judge Burnett never had Luther Pat-
ton placed under arrest or triey for
bootlegging and since hg was not con-
victed he must stand ae innocent until
he was proven guilty.

Shortly after Luther FPatton put his
article 1n the paper we exposed his
naie without asking his consent and
publicly admitted that we made a mis-
take 1in allowing him to write aver a
fieticious name., Some -1 the charges
made by Luther Patton were the truth,
hut we cannot now  discuss that for it
involves other people who are not a
party to thhs discussion,

Answer 17, We never did go to any
living verson and beg them o answer
the article written by Luther Patton
Wu thid say Lo several of our business
wen, that, we, as editor, could not do
it all and that a letter from a citizen
of the town would be more eflective
than anything we might say.

-Ihat statewent applhicd wo the gener
al conditions and not to the leller
written by Luther Patton

Answer 18, We have violuted no
conbdence tor Judge Burnell enjeined
no gecrecy on us. Murthermore, he
told wmany persons over the county.
HSoue of them were not Musons. T'his
Judge Burnetr knew bheloré he matled
this reply of ms.  L'hese statcinents we
can prove by good and relighle men,

Answer 14 [t is more than prasing
strange that Judge Burnett sbould re
main ignoraot for neariy geven yoars of
a Lhing so comwonly aid openly dig=
cussed a8 this case In the pust four
years we have heard L wentioned doz-
eng of Limes,

Answer 20, We pever did go Lo Mr.
Potter and talk o him abiual it for we
falt it woula be useless. Kuowing him
as wedo, we did nat think sur intimacy
with him was such that we woull have
any mfluence with hint on the subjeet,

We have answered Juidsr Purnett
frankly and without passioi, but o dao-
ing 50 the vital point of this dizcusz<10n
has nol Deen touched,

It matters not how bad this cu
that does not relieve Judge Bornett
the leasl.

Here are the fuctz brietly stubed:
Lesg than two years apo Judgs Burn
ett was flighting lawlessness as an at-
torney without cowipensation or hope

do

s

0

itar i b
n

laf gain, other than that of an approy-

INg sonscience,
Fuor the pust
been defending

several wonths he has
thase churged with
law violation, and in the case of Mr.
Potter we suppose he expec, lee,

I Judge Burnatt thinks the poople
of eur town and county will have the
same confilence v hiw now that they
thl two years ago, let it go at Lhat.

We are entirely willing that the pub-
lic be the judge and jury.

Nothing we have wrilten has been
wrilten in anger or bitterness, and we
have tried to be frank and fair. We
feel absolutely safe in our position for
cur consclence 18 not accusing us in
the least. we are trying to act the
part of a good citizen, and while the
price we are paying, in some ways, i
heavy, we shall not shnink or faiter,
but continue to do the right as we see it.




